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Source: Japanese nilitary officer with Intelligence experience, from TATS.UliE. 



In a lengthy conversation on 25 March 1952, TATSIDH expressed the follo\ving 
opinions and plans concorning reanaament* 

1. The policy of the Y03HIDA Cabiirøt in organizlng Japanese defense forces, 
imder the direction of State Minister Takeo, is to strengthen and 
enlarge the National Police Reserve. The number of college graduates who 
applled for cora'^issions in the NHl (2,000 appllcants for 500 vacancies) 
indlcates that public feeling concernlng the NHI and reanoament is not as 
bad as expected. Slnce many of the appllcants vere physically unsultable, 
the NPR decided to accept only very well quallfied persons and to disrogard 
the set nuinber of 500. 



2. One of the most important points In formation of national defense forces is 
to avoid the recurrence of the strong inter-servlce rivalry vhlch seriously 
interfered with Japanese military efforts diaring World War II. It would 
therefore be destråble to have a civilian defense minister, with separate 
anny and navy døpartments subordinate to him, or to have separate departments 
for ground, maritime, and air forces. The former is the bøtter plan, if a 
sultabls civilian minister is appolnted. Punctionally, it is also Important 
to have a separate amd inroartial materiel bureau, controlled by neither the 
army nor the navy, to allocate all materiel, SUCh an organ would elimlnate 
the bitter rivaliy in acqulsition of siroplies demonstrated between the anny 
and navy during the war. 



3. In 1953, an officer troinlng school, tentatlvely designated the Defense 
Forces College, will begin giving a four-year course to high school grad- 
uates. Ifatil officers trained In this school are ready for service, IWR 
officers vill be eelected from formerly low-ranking amy officers. 

4« A grouD of Ufival officers, including Vice Admirals FUKUTOI-II Shigeru ( 

% %■) and'rø'CENA Zenshlro ( ff. ^ ^ H, ) , both fpnner chiefs 

of sÆcf of the Comblned Fleet, presented to FEAF Headquarters a plan for 
røorganlzation of the Japanese armed forces, claiming that they had 
obtained Premier TOSHIDA ^ s approval. Their plan advocated placing the 
greatest importance on air forces, supplemented by sufficient naval forces 
to handle Coastal defense and escorting of convoys. The ground forces 
were to remain vithin the bounds of the NPR, with some small Improvement 
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in arms and eqaipmsnt. Sone officers of ?EAF and ConMavFB Hezuilqoarters 
appeared to be encowaging former Japanesa naval officers to organlze 
defense forces arottnd naral and air tmits, and the Japanese officers 
were tising this encouragément to establlsb their position vith reference 
to future Japanese nllitary power. 'fOSHIDÅ became very apgry wben thetr 
nanevtvering cane to bis attention. 

The lOSHIM Cabinet has definitely decided tbat a central intelligence 
organisation dlrectly under tbe premier must be organlsed* The establistaasnt 
of a national defense force, however, carrles a higber prlority, and untU 
that is hdcen care of, no plans for an intelligence organisation wiU be 
undertaken. 
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